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Kenyans defy virus rules, 
go back to normal

Country gets creative 
with handmade anti-
virus gear

Country eyes reopening 
of schools, worship 
centres despite Covid-19 
spike

Government deploys 
robots in COVID-19 fight

Covid-19 disrupts 2021 
elections plan

Country backs down 
over reopening of 
schools

President Magufuli 
plans to lift coronavirus 
restrictions

Covid-19 News Roundup

Angola

Ethiopia

Oil exploration 
evaporates as COVID-19 
overshadows historic 
reforms

Field hospital on 
Addis outskirts nears 
completion

Lockdown measures 
eased, supports social 
distance

The coronavirus pandemic has 
done in a handful of months 
what even a 27-year civil war 
did not: it has brought oil drill-
ing to a halt in Angola, Africa’s 
second-largest oil producer.

The country will soon have a 
COVID-19 field hospital on the 
outskirts of the capital Addis 
Ababa. 

The President Nana Addo 
Dankwa Akufo-Addo recent-
ly lifted the ban on social 
gatherings including places of 
worship. 

Kenyans are gradually resum-
ing their normal lives 

after nearly three months of 
disruption occasioned by the 
Covid-19 crisis. 

Cloth masks, reusable pro-
tective equipment, and 
traditional baths to relieve 
minor symptoms — these are 
some of the solutions found by 
Mozambican authorities and 
citizens as cases of COVID-19 
continue to mount in the cash-
strapped country.

The country is considering 
reopening schools and places 
of worship despite a spike 
in coronavirus cases as the 
country hit 10,162 confirmed 
infections and 287 deaths 
recently.

The Government has launched 
the use of robots in the fight 
against COVID-19, in a move 
aimed at reducing contact be-
tween medics and patients. 

The outbreak of the deadly Cov-
id-19 pandemic has affected 
preparations for the 2021 Gener-
al Election roadmap. 

The president has backed down 
over reopening of Schools. Re-
cently, schools in the country had 
been told to open their doors, 
only for the education ministry to 
back down at the last minute as 
teachers’ unions, school staff and 
governing associations pledged 
to defy the order.

President John Magufuli said he 
plans to re-open universities and 
allow the resumption of sports 
and international flights if the 
decline in new coronavirus infec-
tions continues. 

Ref: 21 May 2020

Ref: 27 May 2020

Ref: 1 June 2020

Ref: 30 May 2020

Ref: 4 May 2020

Ref: 1 June 2020

Ref: 20 May 2020

Ref: 20 May 2020

Ref: 20 May 2020

Ref: 20 May 2020

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more
Ghana
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Nigeria

Rwanda

Uganda

South Africa
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https://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFKBN22Y20G-OZATP
https://www.africanews.com/2020/05/28/ethiopia-coronavirus-covid19-hub-updates/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/ghana-eases-lockdown-measures-supports-social-distance/1860712
https://www.nation.co.ke/dailynation/news/kenyans-defy-virus-rules-go-back-to-normal-310842
https://globalvoices.org/2020/05/04/mozambique-gets-creative-with-handmade-anti-virus-gear/
https://www.nation.co.ke/dailynation/news/africa/nigeria-eyes-reopening-of-schools-worship-centres-despite-covid-19-spike-317200
https://allafrica.com/stories/202005200017.html
https://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/Covid-19-disrupts-2021-elections-plan-/688334-5553234-1bl3vaz/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2020/jun/01/coronavirus-live-news-brazil-passes-500000-covid-19-cases-as-india-extends-lockdown-in-high-risk-zones?page=with:block-5ed49d998f084df971c8d4bb#block-5ed49d998f084df971c8d4bb
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-tanzania/tanzanias-magufuli-plans-to-lift-coronavirus-restrictions-idUSKBN22T0P0
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Kenyatta moves to 
reassert control of ruling 
party with succession in 
mind

Ruto elected to 
represent Kenya and 
Africa at the global 
body

Political
News
Roundup

Angola

Ethiopia

Dos Santos wants graft 
case dropped, cites 
bizarre discovery

Luanda has new 
governor

Tigray region eyes 
election in challenge to 
national unity

Coronavirus: Shut down 
parliament over MPs’ 
infections – ASEPA

Political forces unite 
around Nile dam

Billionaire Isabel dos Santos 
is accusing the authorities 
of using forged documents, 
including a bogus passport, to 
get courts to seize her assets. 

According to a note from the 
Civil House, the ex-governor of 
Luanda has replaced Mpinda 
Simão, who was sacked as 
governor of Uige province.Yet 
on 26 May, the President of 
the Republic appointed Lotti 
Nolika to the post of Governor 
of the Province of Huambo, 
which was occupied by Joana 
Lina.

Tigray region plans to hold 
elections, its main party said, 
setting it on a collision course 
with the federal government 
and testing the country’s frag-
ile unity. 

The Alliance for Social Equity 
and Public Accountabili-
ty (ASEPA) is calling on the 
Speaker of Parliament, Prof. 
Aaron Mike Oquaye, to close 
down the House for two weeks 
to allow Members of Parlia-
ment self-quarantine after it 
emerged that two members 
have contracted the corona-
virus.

Leaders of political parties  
met government officials and 
members of the National 
Committee for Coordination 
of Public Participation on the 
Grand Ethiopian Renaissance 
Dam (GERD) project.

President Uhuru Kenyatta is 
moving to reassert control 
of his ruling Jubilee Party by 
purging the parliamentary 
leadership of rebels who have 
threatened to derail his lega-
cy, succession and post-pan-
demic economic recovery 
agenda.

Deputy President William Ruto 
has been elected to represent 
Kenya and the continent in a 
global governance body for 
three years. 

Ref: 12 May 2020

Ref: 26 May 2020

Ref: 7 May 2020

Ref: 27 May 2020

Ref: 27 May 2020

Ref: 16 May 2020

Ref: 31 May 2020

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Ghana

Kenya

https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/dos-santos-graft-case-dropped-cites-bizarre-discovery-200512202752241.html
http://www.angop.ao/angola/en_us/noticias/politica/2020/4/22/Luanda-has-new-governor,8ae99605-5ab1-45ce-abdc-a7de981ac924.html
https://africa.cgtn.com/2020/05/07/ethiopias-tigray-region-eyes-election-in-challenge-to-national-unity/
https://www.pulse.com.gh/news/politics/coronavirus-shut-down-ghanas-parliament-over-mps-infections-asepa/mj1fcw3
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/ethiopian-political-forces-unite-around-nile-dam/1854930
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/ea/Kenyatta-moves-to-reassert-control-of-ruling-party/4552908-5554330-stq18bz/index.html
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001373349/ruto-elected-to-serve-at-global-governance-body
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Genocide suspect 
Felicien Kabuga 
arrested in France

Authorities releases 
comedian held 
over video mocking 
Magufuli

Authorities summons 
US diplomat over 
COVID-19 warning

Genocide Suspect 
Felicien Kabuga 
Appears in Court

Genocide suspect Felicien 
Kabuga was arrested near 
Paris after 25 years on the 
run, accused of playing a 
leading role in one of the worst 
massacres of the 20th century. 

Authorities released on bail 
a popular comedian who 
was held for more than a 
week after posting a video of 
himself laughing at a photo of 
President John Magufuli. 

Authorities summoned the 
top US official in the country 
to convey objections over a 
misleading advisory on the 
COVID-19 situation in the East 
African nation. 

Prosecutors filed a request 
for Felicien Kabuga to be 
transferred to United Nations 
custody for trial in international 
courts. 

Ref: 16 May 2020

Ref: 28 May 2020

Ref: 27 May 2020

Ref: 20 May 2020

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Rwanda

Tanzania

Nigeria

South Africa

Islamist militants unmask 
as crisis mounts in Cabo 
Delgado

Urgent opportunity 
to assist Mozambique 
civilians at risk

FG considers morning, 
afternoon classes in 
reopening of schools 

ANC NEC lambastes 
Mboweni over Twitter 
rant, contradictionsNCAA releases 

guidelines for flight crews 
as govt prepares to 
reopen economy 

They are known for beheading 
dissenters and torching homes 
in grisly attacks that have 
uprooted more than 150,000 
people. 

The Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC) 
is meeting today in Harare, 
Zimbabwe, to discuss the 
increasing threat to civilians in 
Mozambique

Amid coronavirus pandem-
ic, the federal government 
says it is considering morning, 
afternoon classes over school 
reopening. 

Finance Minister Tito 
Mboweni’s public utterances, 
as well as him contradicting 
his Cabinet colleagues, have 
landed him in hot water - 
again. The NCAA released the guide-

lines after the Federal Govern-
ment declared its readiness to 
gradually reopen the econo-
my after about seven weeks’ 
lull in activities. 

Ref: 28 May 2020

Ref: 19 May 2020

Ref: 28 May 2020

Ref: 8 May 2020

Ref: 28 May 2020

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Mozambique The country faces a stark 
political choice

As the intersecting health and 
economic crises deepen, the 
country will have to choose 
between a politics rooted in 
social solidarity and a politics 
rooted in exclusion and con-
tainment.

Ref: 29 May 2020

Read more

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/rwanda-genocide-suspect-felicien-kabuga-arrested-france-200516110612325.html
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/ea/Tanzania-releases-comedian-held-over-video-mocking-Magufuli/4552908-5566126-ac80xo/index.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/tanzania-summons-us-diplomat-over-covid-19-warning/1855065
https://allafrica.com/stories/202005210004.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/202005290795.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/19/urgent-opportunity-assist-mozambique-civilians-risk
https://www.legit.ng/1333473-fg-considers-morning-afternoon-classes-reopening-schools.html
https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/anc-nec-lambastes-mboweni-over-twitter-rant-contradictions-20200508
https://www.ripplesnigeria.com/ncaa-releases-guidelines-for-flight-crews-as-nigerian-govt-prepares-to-reopen-economy/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/politics/2020-02-27-iec-says-138-political-parties-stand-to-be-deregistered-at-the-end-of-march/
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State arrests Stella 
Nyanzi at protest over 
coronavirus response

Police have arrested a 
prominent activist for allegedly 
inciting violence as she 
led a group of protesters 
against what they called 
“slow distribution” of food 
and other relief goods to 
vulnerable people affected by 
coronavirus-related restrictions, 
according to media.

Ref: 19 May 2020

Read more

Museveni wins Twitter 
case

President Museveni was right 
to block one of his Twitter 
followers on his private Twitter 
handle, the High Court in 
Kampala has ruled. 

Ref: 22 May 2020

Read more

Uganda

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/uganda-arrests-stella-nyanzi-protest-coronavirus-response-200519073823159.html
https://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/Museveni-wins-Twitter-case/688334-5560480-bogljvz/index.html
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Economic
News
Roundup

Angola Ethiopia Ghana
President João Lourenço 
breaks the mould

The nation is moving 
ahead with its first-
ever bids for telecoms 
licenses

Banks grant GH¢1.6bn 
loan repayment holidays 
to customers

BoG releases 
GH¢5.5billion - will 
cushion economy 
against COVID-19

Country steps in to 
deliver respirators to 
Latin Americans

Planning Minister 
defends economic relief 
beneficiaries monitoring

An exclusive five-part series 
that looks into the campaign 
to retrieve Angola’s stolen 
money at a time when the 
country’s economy is suffering 
from a massive restructuring 
programme, record low oil 
prices and the impact of COV-
ID-19.

Ethiopia’s Communication 
Authority has invited bidders to 
send in expressions of interest 
as it looks to move ahead with 
privatizing its telecom sector, 
after delays due to the global 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Banks in the country have so 
far granted repayment holi-
days of about GH¢1.6 billion 
loans to their customers who 
are indebted to them, as said 
by the President of the Ghana 
Association of Bankers (GAB), 
Mr Alhassan Andani.

The Bank of Ghana (BoG) has 
released the first tranche of 
GH¢5.5 billion of the GH¢10 bil-
lion emergency facility to sup-
port residual expenditures to 
cushion the economy against 
the impact of COVID-19, as 
said by the Minister of Finance, 
Mr Ken Ofori-Atta

Ethiopia has emerged as a key 
transit hub for the shipment of 
much sought-after medical 
equipment to Latin America, 
as poorer countries complain 
they are being muscled out of 
the market by richer nations 
and their cargo seized during 
refuelling stops in Europe and 
the US.

Recently,  the Minister of 
Economy and Planning, Sérgio 
Santos, defended the need 
for the National Institute of 
Support to Small and Medium 
Enterprises (Inapem) to moni-
tor companies benefiting from 
financial support measures.

Ref: 12 May 2020

Ref: 12 May 2020

Ref: 28 May 2020

Ref: 28 May 2020

Ref: 22 May 2020
Ref: 23 May 2020

Read more Read more Read more

Read more
Read more

Read more

https://www.theafricareport.com/27737/angola-expose-president-joao-lourenco-breaks-the-mould/
https://qz.com/africa/1859770/ethiopia-opens-bids-for-phone-licenses-safaricom-orange-keen/
https://www.graphic.com.gh/business/business-news/banks-grant-gh-1-6bn-loan-repayment-holidays-to-customers.html
https://www.graphic.com.gh/business/business-news/bog-releases-gh-5-5billion-will-cushion-economy-against-covid-19.html
https://www.ft.com/content/c17614d0-cd94-4160-af0b-32dae6940253
https://allafrica.com/stories/202005250098.html
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Kenya

Rwanda

Nigeria
South Africa

Mozambique

CBK warns 75pc of small 
businesses risk collapse

Country unveils $11bn 
climate action plan

Kigali International 
Airport expansion 
underway

World Bank approves 
$346m for projects in the 
country The country prepares 

to gradually reopen 
hobbled economy

The country faces 
‘historic’ COVID-19 
economic shock

CBN reduces interest 
rates on OFIs facilities to 
5%

State to shutdown state-
owned companies 
behind debt scandal

MPs probe liquor firms 
linked to tax evasion 
scam

Banks will withstand 
credit shocks — BoG

Successful fuel marking 
programme an 
economic lifeline for the 
country

About 75 percent of the coun-
try’s small and medium-sized 
businesses face collapse if 
they fail to get fresh funds from 
banks or equity partners by 
end of next month, a Central 
Bank of Kenya (CBK) survey 
reveals.

The country has become the 
first African country to sub-
mit a new national climate 
plan, whose implementation 
requires $11 billion (10.2 trillion), 
as an essential tool to imple-
ment the Paris Agreement.

The suspension of aviation 
travel due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic has allowed the 
Government to embark on up-
grades of major areas of the 
Kigali International Airport.

The World Bank has approved 
$346m for two projects aimed 
at strengthening resilience and 
livelihoods in the Lake Chad 
region. 

The government announced 
plans to further ease a nation-
wide lockdown as the fallout 
from shuttering much of the 
economy threatens to out-
weigh the damage wrought 
by the coronavirus.

The South African Reserve 
Bank (SARB) has warned that 
the upward drift of govern-
ment debt is set to accelerate. 

As part of its continued efforts 
to mitigate the impact of 
COVID-19 on households, 
businesses and regulated 
institutions, the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) has reduced 
interest rates on its facilities 
through participating Other 
Financial Institutions (OFIs) from 
nine per cent to five per cent 
per annum for one-year

State prosecutors have filed 
an appeal in a court against 
3 government-owned com-
panies responsible for a debt 
scandal that has created a 
currency collapse and sov-
ereign debt default in the 
economy.

Parliament will start investigat-
ing a multibillion-shilling tax 
evasion cartel in the alcohol 
business.

The Governor of the Bank of 
Ghana (BoG), Dr Ernest Addi-
son, said the latest stress tests 
by the central bank, which 
were conducted recently sug-
gested that banks were strong, 
resilient and well positioned to 
withstand mild to moderate 
liquidity and credit shocks.

After two devastating cy-
clones and a deadly uptick in 
terrorist activity in the northern 
province of Cabo Delgado, 
the economy was starting to 
recover—only for the coro-
navirus pandemic to throw a 
fresh wrench into Maputo’s 
finances. 

Ref: 29 May 2020

Ref: 26 May 2020

Ref: 23 May 2020

Ref: 27 May 2020

Ref: 13 May 2020

Ref: 28 May 2020

Ref: 28 May 2020

Ref: 13 May 2020

Ref: 31 May 2020

Ref: 29 May 2020

Ref: 19 May 2020

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/CBK-warns-75pc-of-small-businesses-risk-collapse/2560-5567072-uw5lmg/index.html
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/rwanda-unveils-11bn-climate-action-plan
https://allafrica.com/stories/202004150054.html
https://punchng.com/world-bank-approves-346m-for-projects-in-nigeria-others/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-13/south-africa-to-expedite-economy-reopening-to-stem-jobs-losses
https://businesstech.co.za/news/finance/402569/south-africa-faces-historic-covid-19-economic-shock/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2020/05/28/cbn-reduces-interest-rates-on-ofis-facilities-to-5/
http://venturesafrica.com/mozambique-to-shutdown-state-owned-companies-behind-debt-scandal/
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/MPs-probe-liquor-firms-linked-to-tax-evasion-scam/539546-5568076-oult2o/index.html
https://www.graphic.com.gh/business/business-news/ghana-news-banks-will-withstand-credit-shocks-bog.html
https://www.africanexponent.com/post/7522-successful-fuel-marking-programme-an-economic-lifeline-for-mozambique
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Tanzania Uganda
Tourists land in the 
country as hotels, firms 
and schools resume

Tanzania, France sign 
loan agreement for 
water supply

Country starts exporting 
mobile phones

Traders feel pinch as 
cargo storage costs at 
ports, warehouses rise

All cargo to Uganda to 
be switched to rail from 
June 1

Barrick pays State initial 
$100 million after gold 
shipments resume

Plane loads of tourists aboard 
Ethiopian, KLM and Turkish 
airlines are expected to land 
in Tanzania by end of May, 
marking a critical milestone 
in the on-going re-opening 
of the country’s economy 
following nearly two months of 
lockdown. 

The country signed a loan 
agreement with France to 
finance water supply projects 
that will benefit some 770,000 
people in the country’s Moro-
goro municipality. 

The first consignment of mobile 
phones, manufactured at the 
Namanve Industrial Park in 
Mukono district, by SIMI Mobile 
Uganda, a subsidiary of Engo 
Holdings Group Limited, was 
flagged off by Evelyn Anite, 
the state minister for privatisa-
tion and investment. 

Traders are concerned over 
the growing storage bills due 
to cargo stuck at different 
entry ports, according to 
Uganda Cargo Consolidators 
Association. 

All transit cargo destined for 
Uganda, Rwanda and South 
Sudan will from June 1 be 
picked from Naivasha and not 
Mombasa, or be transported 
by Metre Gauge Railway to 
Tororo, then Kampala. 

Barrick’s Tanzania subsidiary 
Twiga Minerals has resumed 
exports of gold concentrate 
after receiving clearance for 
its first shipments since the 
lifting of a government ban 
imposed during a tax dispute 
with the mining company. 

Ref: 24 May 2020

Ref: 28 May 2020

Ref: 25 May 2020

Ref: 25 May 2020

Ref: 22 May 2020

Ref: 25 May 2020

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

Read more

https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/ea/Tourists-land-in-Tanzania-as-hotels-firms-and-schools-resume/4552908-5561540-8lfy0cz/index.html
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/Tanzania-France-sign-loan-agreement-for-water-supply/2560-5566280-uromxb/index.html
https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1519227/uganda-starts-exporting-mobile-phones
https://www.monitor.co.ug/Business/Finance/Traders-feel-pinch-cargo-storage-costs-ports-warehouses-rise/688608-5563258-rgldyk/index.html
https://www.independent.co.ug/all-cargo-to-uganda-to-be-switched-to-rail-from-june-1/
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/Barrick-pays-Tanzania-after-gold-shipments-resume/2560-5563432-ikdouh/index.html
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